
10TH – 12TH MAY 2012 EVENT OVERVIEW 



Since being founded in 2006, The Great Escape has been firmly 

established internationally as the leading showcase event for new 

music talent. 

 

Co-Founders Jon Mcildowie and Martin Elbourne set up the event 

with a view to giving bands and businesses the chance to  escape 

their market place and reach new audiences.  

 

Taking place annually in Brighton, The Great Escape festival 

feature’s shows from over 300 of the world’s best new artists in 30  

walk-able venues, with a total attendance of 15,000 people over 3 

days in 2011. 

 

In addition to pre publicised performances, impromptu street gigs 

spring up all over town with festival goers directed to them by text 

just one hour before. 

 

The Hub, The Alternative Escape, flash mob style performances, 

club nights, label parties, industry showcases and unique 

collaborations all add to the festival experience. 

 

As part of the MAMA Group, The Great Escape bookers also 

promote across other MAMA venues and festivals throughout the 

year. 
 

‘This three day music festival and industry conference is Britain’s 

answer to Texas’ SXSW.’  

Time Out 
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FESTIVAL INTRODUCTION 

Festival Introduction Event Overview 



Launched in 2011 The Hub is based in the centre of Brighton at Jubilee 

Square and is the first TGE venue all 12,500 festival goers visit in order 

to collect their wristbands. From then on it becomes a great meeting 

place throughout the festival.  

 

As well as the wristband exchange, we run a licensed bar at The Hub 

and an open air stage which is programmed with live music and DJs 

throughout the day. We provide deck chairs for attendees to lounge on, 

while enjoying the shows and the atmosphere. 

 

The Hub has become a key part of the TGE experience and provides a 

fantastic additional showcasing opportunity for  TGE artists. As well as 

TGE festival goers, many consumers passing by were also welcome to 

join the festivities.  

The HUB  
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2006 

Bat For Lashes  

British Sea Power  

Cribs, The 

Fratellis, The 

Futureheads, The 

Get Cape.Wear Cape.Fly  

Gossip, The 

Guillemots  

Holy Fuck  

Hot Club De Paris  

Klaxons  

Kooks, The 

Maccabees, The  

Midlake  

Mystery Jets  

Paolo Nutini  

Richard Hawley  

2007 

Adele  

CSS   

Dykeenies ,The  

Enemy,The  

Foals  

Friendly Fires  

Gallows  

Jack Penate  

Kate Nash  

Late Of The Pier  

Laura Marling  

Lethal Bizzle  

Magic Numbers,The   

Noisettes,The  

Pigeon Detectives 

Scouting For Girls  

These New Puritans 

Whip,The  

 

2008 

Beach House 

Black Mountain 

Bombay Bicycle Club  

Bon Iver  

Cage The Elephant  

Crystal Castles  

Example 

Friendly Fires 

Glasvegas  

Iron & Wine 

Ladyhawke  

Mumford & Sons  

Santigold  

Ting Tings,The  

Vampire Weekend  

Yeasayer  

Wombats, The  

XX, The 

2009 

Ben Kweller 

Chew Lips 

Dananananaykroyd 

Holy Fuck 

Joy Formidable,The  

Kasabian 

Little Boots 

Metronomy 

Noah And The Whale 

Pains of Being Pure 

At Heart 

Patrick Wolf 

School of  Seven Bells 

Speech Debelle 

Slow Club 

Temper Trap,The  

We Were Promised Jet 

Packs 

2010 

Angus & Julia Stone 

Big Pink, The  

Blood Red Shoes  

Broken Social Scene 

Chapel Club  

Chase & Status  

Cribs, The  

Crystal Castles 

Darwin Deez  

Delphic  

Ellie Goulding  

Everything Everything  

Groove Armada  

Marina & The Diamonds  

Tinie Tempah  

Warpaint 

Wild Beasts 

2011 

Anna Calvi 

Antlers, The 

DJ Shadow 

Ed Sheeran 

Factory Floor 

Foster the People 

Frank Turner 

Gang Gang Dance 

Oh Land 

James Vincent McMorrow 

Joy Formidable, The 

Katy B 

Naked & Famous, The 

Sufjan Stevens 

The Vaccines 

Twin Shadow 

Villagers 

PREVIOUS PERFORMERS INCLUDE: 

Previous Performers Event Overview 
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CONVENTION OVERVIEW 

The Great Escape Convention takes place under one roof  in The 

Brighton Dome. The programme runs daily between 10am and 

5pm and consists of panels and debates for experienced music 

industry delegates, new music entrepreneur presentations, high 

end key note interviews, short Q&A sessions, case studies and 

educational workshops for new entrants to the industry. 

 

Targeted networking sessions, parties and sponsored lunches are 

run every day giving delegates plenty of opportunities to form new 

business relationships and to catch up with established partners. 

Over five years our delegation has grown from 650 to 2,500 

people. 

 

Speaker highlights have included: 
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Andrew Dubber 

Anthony Volodkin 

Clive Dickins 

Colin Greenwod 

Daniel Ek  

DJ Shadow  

Eric Garland   

Francis Keeling  

Ian Rodgers  

John Leckie 

John Niven  

Michael Evis   

Nathan Lovejoy   

Nick Kent   

Patrick Walker   

Paul Epworth   

Seymour Stein   

Simon Fox   

Tony Wadsworth   

Will Page    

Bandcamp 

Hype Machine  

Absolute Radio 

Artist, Radiohead 

Spotify Founder  

Artist 

Big Champagne  

VP Digital, Universal 

Topspin 

Legendry Producer  

Novelist 'Kill Your Friends' 

Glastonbury Festival  

Limewire  

Author / Music Journalist 

Google / You Tube  

Producer 

Sire Records  

CEO HMV 

BPI / Brits Trust  

PRS for Music  

Event Overview 
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Attendance: 12,500 people visited our gig venues 

and dedicated festival Hub every day 

 

Gig venues: 24 

 

Alternative Escape venues: 8 

 

Participants: 300+ new bands 

(2,100 band & crew members) 

 

Street Gig attendees: 3,000+ with 11,000 exposed 

to street gigs via social media and TGE text service 

 

Origin: 42% from London & Brighton 48% rest of 

the UK, 10% International 

 

 Age: Predominantly 18 - 24 yrs 

 

Sex: 54% male vs 46% female.  

Media Attendance: 500 

 

International Media Reach: 45 million 

 

Marketing:8 month international campaign 

 

Festival Programme: 15,000 

 

Conference Programme: 5,000 

 

Industry Database: 65,000+ 

 

Website impressions:  

up to 500,000 pr month (41,000 unique in May) 

 

Texting / Social Media: 11,000 

Attendance: 2,000 delegates  

Participants: 100+ industry speakers 

Age: Predominantly 22 – 48 yrs 

Origin: 30% from outside of the UK. 8% from Brighton 

and 62% from the rest of the UK. 

Trade: 64% buyers vs. 36% sellers 

Industry Sector: Agents, Broadcasters, Colleges, 

Composers, Digital or Online Companies, Distributers, 

Event Organisers, Export Offices, Festival Bookers, 

Festival Organisers, Financial Advisors, Labels, 

Lawyers, Managers, Merchandisers, Music Publishers, 

Producers, Promoters, Sales, Sponsors or Brands, 

Trade Bodies, Venue Operators and more. 

FESTIVAL DEMOGRAPHIC DELEGATE DEMOGRAPHIC MEDIA / MARKETING REACH 

Demographic Event Overview 



  

 

P.08 

MEDIA COVERAGE INCLUDED…… 

Media Coverage Event Overview 


